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Matthew 4:12-22

Discuss: repent – metanoia – meaning to change direction, change your mind; kingdom of God – here, now in Jesus

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
15 ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16 the people who sat in darkness    
    have seen a great light,
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death    
     light has dawned.’ 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 

18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.
Follow Me

I wish you all could meet my father.  His name is Joe and he is a big, robust, loveable Italian man.  He was, and still is, a great father and mentor to me.  I am thankful in so many ways for him.  He and my mom continue to be very active in my life.  My children call him “Papa” and he is a wonderful grandfather to them.  Now, my father is a total creature of habit.  He has gotten better about it, but he is a total creature of habit and routine.  For him, each day’s schedule flows pretty much the same week in and week out; and he really likes it that way – in fact he needs it that way.  Every morning he gets up at the same time and has the same thing for breakfast: my mom makes him toast with jelly – grape jelly, never any other kind of jelly – and coffee.  Then he goes and reads the newspaper in the living room – sitting in the same chair at the same time.  He even arranges his glasses and the newspaper on the table next to his chair facing the same direction.  Everything in his life is filled with routines and patterns, and if these routines get disrupted it is trouble for everyone.  I remember one day when I was a teen ager I used his shaving cream in the morning.  When he came downstairs that day he was really angry and asked who had used his shaving cream.  I said that I had, but I asked how he could have figured that out.  He said he knew because the shaving cream can was not facing the right way.  Amazing.  I love and respect my father, and I learned at an early age: don't disrupt the routine.


  And my dad’s not alone.  Having one’s schedule or routines disrupted can be a challenging thing to many people.  Having plans disrupted can be difficult to roll with and manage.  Thinking about how much he needs his routine, I'm glad my dad wasn’t one of the fishermen casting his net into the sea that morning when Jesus walked by.  I mean, Jesus is the consummate routine disrupter.  He does it all the time – and today’s story is a great example.  What Jesus did to those men was incredibly disruptive.  Here these guys were, working hard, making an honest living, being good fisherman, following their daily routine and then Jesus walks along and commands them to drop everything and follow him.  And make no mistake about it, his call to “Follow Me” is a command.  The Greek word used here, deute, is in the imperative from, the command form.  He wasn’t politely asking them, he wasn’t looking for a debate.  It was kind of like when my father would ask me to do something and I would begin to debate that and he would say: “I'm not asking you, I'm telling you.”  Jesus was ordering these men: “drop everything you are doing and come follow me.”  So in one moment Jesus disrupts their entire lives.  He disrupts their work, dragging them away from their security and livelihood.  He disrupts their family – after all, here they were with their dad, working, probably telling stories and Jesus tells them to leave all that behind.  That was their job – that was their future livelihood.  And Jesus was asking them to put all that aside and follow him.  

Wow, that's a lot to ask.  But that's what Jesus does – there are plenty of examples if you read more of the Bible (rich man, my father died).  And that's what he asked these men today.  That’s what he demanded of them.  Drop everything.  Follow me.  Even though you don't know where we are going.  Even though you don't know what will happen.  Because they didn't – he didn't give them any real idea of what they were going to be doing – other than his message about repenting and the kingdom of God.  Whatever they were going to do, it had to do with bringing in God’s kingdom and helping people find the right direction in their lives.  But still the call is to: Follow me.

And you know what friends?  That is the call of Jesus on our lives.  It is a major, significant, intentional demand – really, not on our lives, but of our lives.  Jesus calls us and demands all of us – total commitment.  It is the call to drop everything that is in our way and follow him – wherever he leads.  There is to be no holding back.  Just like the folks in our passage today.  Jesus said “come” and they left everything behind – literally – and went and followed him.  As biblical scholar Gene Boring wrote: “the call of Jesus is intrusive and disruptive, calling people away from work and family.  In this text Jesus appears disruptively in our midst and calls us not to admire him or accept his principles, not even to accept him as our personal Lord and Savior, but to follow him.”  I love that!  The call, plainly and simply, is to: follow him.  And that’s hard.  The call is to trust him enough to be willing to let go of other things in our lives and to not hold back or even hesitate, and just go.  And as I thought this week about the call to “follow me”, I realized that it’s not just in the big things in life like we see in this passage.  Sometimes it’s the small occasions of life which are seemingly benign but in them is still the call to “Follow me”.  I remember one time I was at Starbucks on Monroe Avenue in the city.  I had to park across street down one of the side streets.  I went in, did my work, and left a little later than I had planned – so I was in a little hurry – not a big hurry but still hurrying a little.  As I was walking down the street, I had my head down because of the cold but I could tell someone was staring at me.  So I looked up and there was this older woman in my path looking at me as if she wanted to ask me something.  But I was in a hurry, so I looked down and kept going.  As I got closer, I looked up and made deep eye contact with her.  I could just tell something was not right for her.  I mean, she wasn’t homeless or mentally ill or anything like that, but I could just tell that she was in need of something.  She suddenly broke off eye contact with me as I was having this raging internal debate as to what I should do.  I knew she needed to talk to me.  But I was in a hurry, I had things to do.  But I also knew this was the call of Jesus to “follow me”.  I didn’t have to drop everything; I just had to stop for a moment.  So you know what I did?  Nothing.  I kept going.  I crossed the street and did not look back.  It was horrible.  I felt sick afterward.  The call of Jesus was on me in that moment and yet I decided the call was too costly.  I chose to not follow.  And that beautiful yet broken woman did not get to experience God's kingdom and get the healing she needed.  Because I was afraid to pay the cost of discipleship, afraid to pay the cost of “follow me.”

Sisters and brothers, there is no way around the demanding, disruptive call of Jesus Christ to “follow me” – a call which is on each of our lives; each and every day.  To call ourselves disciples we cannot hold back from it.  There is too much to be done.  There are too many broken people who need healing.  Yes, it’s a scary call.  Yes it’s costly.  Yes, it’s disruptive.  Yes it’s challenging.  But accepting it and following it is essential to us calling ourselves Christians.  We need to be listening to where Jesus is calling us to follow him, and to go.

While this is absolutely true of us as individuals, it is also true for us a group – a group that calls itself the church of Jesus Christ.  Because every church of Jesus Christ has a call on it – a very specific call of Jesus on its life.  And we here at Ogden Presbyterian Church are at a point where we to listen deeply as Jesus calling to us: Follow me.  In this interim time period we are at the point where we have to discover, or perhaps re-discover, God’s specific call on your lives.  The slate is wide open for us right now to discover where God is calling and leading us.  And let’s be clear, the world needs what you all have, my friends.  The world needs your passion, your joy, your resources, your hospitality, your love for God and for each other.  We just need to discover who in the world needs all this – who are the people we are called to minister to?  And we are getting at that right now.  We have begun the process of figuring that out.  But it has to be a team effort – it involves all of us.  We really need to come together as a community to discover – to listen for God’s still small voice.  Who are we being called to go and serve?  And how do we recognize that call and respond faithfully?  That is our task right now moving forward.  So I am asking everyone to listen, pay attention to the working of God in our community and to participate fully, to pray – so we can know God and be Jesus’ disciples by following him the building of his Kingdom.

And so my prayer is that we all may follow those early disciples example who dropped everything to follow Jesus.  And my prayer is that God can be at work in your lives to bring you into the fullness of God's love so that you may hear where God is calling us and so that we all may commit fully to God.  And may we all be like those disciples for it is by doing so, by fully giving into Jesus’ call on our lives that we will wholly participate in what we pray each week: “thy kingdom come, thy will be done.”  Thanks be to God.  Amen.
