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In this passage you will hear the word “fear” a couple of times – but it isn't so much about being afraid as it is about awe, reverence, acknowledging God’s awesome power. 

Psalm 111
1 Praise the Lord!
   I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
   in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2 Great are the works of the Lord,
   studied by all who delight in them. 
3 Full of honor and majesty is his work,
   and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds;
   the Lord is gracious and merciful. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him;
   he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works,
   in giving them the heritage of the nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just;
   all his precepts are trustworthy. 
8 They are established forever and ever,
   to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He sent redemption to his people;
   he has commanded his covenant forever.
   Holy and awesome is his name. 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
   all those who practice it have a good understanding.
   His praise endures forever.

Θ is Active

I wish I could have been in the worship service when this was said, or sung, or however it came out!  It must have been incredibly powerful.  You see, sisters and brothers, what we have here is a good old fashioned testimonial, right?  This Psalm we are looking at today is one person standing up in the congregation of worshippers with a story to tell.  And that story?  The best kind of story: the amazing story of how God has been at work in the world; and in particular how God has been at work in the history of God’s own called and chosen people, the Israelites.  This Psalm is an incredible testimony and it is a celebration of God and how God is at work in the world.  And when you think about this story in particular, it’s a mind boggling story of activity, involvement, and God’s intimate presence – in the real world.  I love it.


I wish I had been there when she said it out loud.  To me, she feels so excite and pumped up – you see in that first verse where she says “my whole heart” – the Hebrew there means “all” of a person: feelings, reason, thoughts, the deepest part of a person.  So this witness comes from deep inside of her.  This testimony comes from a deep beautiful personal experience of God – it comes from this person’s toes all the way up.  And so here’s how I envision this:  I can just imagine a gathered group of believers, maybe right after a scripture reading and someone asks: “sister and brothers, is God alive?”  And all the people yell out “amen”, “yes sir”, “you better believe it.”  And then he says: “sisters and brothers, how do you know that?” Then up stands this woman who offers this beautiful testimony – a witness of how God has been active in the history of the people; a witness that emphasizes that our God is not some distant God way up in heaven – but the God who is active and involved.  She starts out in verse 2 saying that God is good and his works are awesome and she says “I've studied them.”  More “amens” come pouring out from the people.  Then she talks about the Exodus in verse 4: the “wonderful deeds” she mentions is a synonym for the Exodus – that defining event in the lives of the Israelites when God reached his mighty hand down into Egypt and delivered his people from horrible slavery and sent them on their way to the Promised Land.  And as she talks about this, people are hooting and hollering, clapping – because they know, they know.  They know their God is good.

And then she mentions God being “merciful and gracious”; and immediately they all think back to that awful Golden Calf and what a terrible sin that was – when God's own people turned away from him and worshipped a big hunk of metal.  Yet they remember that God did not punish the people like he could have, but was gracious and merci-ful.  God relented and loved and forgave them.  And as they remember that, it gets quieter and there are some low “amens”, a couple of “hallelujahs” and heads shaking in the congregation.  God is good.

Then in verse 5, she mentions God providing “food” and everyone knows she is talking about God sending the manna and the quails in the desert as the Israelites wandered for 40 years.  Bam, the mood shifts to joyful again – and people are in awe thinking about God himself sending food to the weary travelers each day as they marched toward their homeland, the Promised Land.  Then in verse 6 she drops the mic when she mentions “giving them the heritage, the inheritance of the nations” – and all hell breaks loose because everyone knows she is talking about reaching the Promised Land!!!  She is talking about how God, Adonai, brought this group of people up out of horrible slavery to their own homeland.  More hooting and hollering and people dancing in the aisles.  The Spirit has taken over and it’s a beautiful scene as she continues to talk about how great God is and how he has been at work in the world redeeming, teaching, feeding, and being faithful to the covenant he made with the people – even when they haven't been faithful.  I can just imagine how powerful an event this must have been – and how close the people must have felt to God and to each other.


And so I ask you all, in the company of the upright, in the congregation this day, as you reflect on your lives, “sister and brothers, is God alive?”  And how do you know that?  (responses).


You know what makes this Psalm even more beautiful to me?  The fact that most likely it was put together not a great time in the Israelites lives.  Most likely this was written or spoken the first time while they were enslaved in Babylon – their second slavery.  It came at a horrible time in their lives – but at that time, that difficult and terrible time, they stayed strong by reaffirming the power and presence of God in their lives.  That's inspiring.

My partners in the journey of faith, God is alive, God is active.  You have just said so yourself.  God is alive and active in our lives – and in the lives of the world.  Never forget that.  Never lose sight of that.  God is alive and well and active in your life.  You can rely on God.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.  
