1

Tedd Pullano

Ogden 01-22-2017

John 1:29-42
29 The next day he (John) saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ 32And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’ 


35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ 39He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon* to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).

What Are You Looking For?

(Act out a spouse looking for something and the other trying watching – show frustration, finally getting help and finding it – and being satisfied.)  Looking for missing stuff is so frustrating.  It can be exasperating, wearisome and mind numbing.  Looking for lost keys or your wallet or some other necessary object can just wreck a person.  It can be agonizing.  Looking for something and not finding it can leave you unsteady.  While this is true in terms of looking for things or objects, I believe there is a deeper truth for each of about looking for something more important than an object.  You see, I firmly believe we all are looking for something – something deeper – something deep inside you that is missing.  It may involve filling that empty space, that void we all have deep inside of ourselves.  It could be looking for healing of the brokenness we all have.  So I begin today by asking, like Jesus does in our scripture, what are you looking for?

I love the story we read this morning from the gospel of John.  There is something so real and tangible, something so engaging about it.  It’s like great movie scene or scene from a play.  You can really enter into it.  But like any great, provocative play or movie, it leaves out details that lead us to ask important questions.  I have so many questions about this passage.  I mean, what exactly were John and his disciples doing?  Was John standing on the corner preaching with his disciples at his feet?  Was this their customary habit, because they came back to the same spot several days in a row?  What was Jesus doing, as he passed by the same place each day?  Did Jesus talk to John and his disciples often?  Was Jesus walking around town just waiting for people to engage him, to ask him questions, to get to know him better?  When they walked way from him, were John’s disciples dissatisfied with him, or did they know that John could not help them find what they were ultimately looking for?  

  Because look at the scene: it starts with Jesus walking down the street and suddenly Andrew and the other disciple start following him – walking right behind him.  And after a moment, Jesus turns to them and asks that powerful question: what are you looking for?”  In looking at the original Greek text, in asking the 2 disciples this, Jesus uses the Greek word zhtew which actually means: what are you seeking after, what are you in search of, what do you seek for, crave or demand.  This is not a casual looking for – looking for your keys.  This is deep, powerful, inner longing for and seeking.  It is like Jesus could sense that Andrew and the other disciple were seeking something very important, something deep that only the Messiah could give him.  Ever felt that – ever have those moments, those seasons here you are in search of something – something satisfying and fulfilling and healing?  You are not alone.  So off they go, they spend the afternoon with Jesus.  And so importantly, I really want to know what happened that afternoon.  What happened between Andrew, the other disciple and Jesus that afternoon?  But what did they do?  What did they talk about?  What did they see?  What did they experience?  

I ask because something happened in their time together.  I mean look at the results – when they returned, Andrew was so pumped up.  Whatever he and Jesus talked about or did in that afternoon completely energized and filled him with joy and excitement.  When he returned later that day, he made a bee line for his brother and had to tell what he had found.  Do you think he knocked anybody over on his way to Simon?  He could not wait to tell him what had happened – he could not wait to tell him who he had met.  Andrew could not wait to tell Simon that he had found what he was looking for.  He was like the Samaritan woman from John’s gospel who met Jesus at the well and after a brief interaction with him was so moved by him and his spirit that she went back to her village, told everyone about him and brought them all to see him.  And like her, for Andrew, it was not enough to just tell Simon about Jesus.  He had to bring him over to meet him.  “We have found the Messiah.”

Again, what a great scene: I can just see Andrew tugging on Simon’s arm saying “come on, you have to meet this guy, you have to talk to him.  The things he told me were incredible.  He is the one, the one who brings peace, the one restores right relationships with God.  He is the one who brings true joy and fulfillment and strength.  He is the Messiah.”  So, what happened that Andrew was so blown away, so moved and touched that he had to tell others about this guy?  The gospel writer doesn't fill in those details for us, but something happened that changed Andrew’s life.  Andrew was looking for something, and now he had found it.    


In encountering Jesus, God Incarnate, Andrew found what he was looking for – he entered into the Kingdom of God.  Andrew was never the same.  If you follow him throughout the gospel of John, he continues to bring people to meet Jesus.  Andrew was looking for something, looking hard, and he found it in Jesus and as a result, he told others about what he had found, brought others to God.  After meeting God in Christ, Andrew was changed, filled and his life began to show that.  

What about you?  Have you found what you are looking for?  I believe that we are all seeking.  Whether we know it or not, whether we acknowledge it or not I believe there is this place in all of us that is restless, unstilled, in need of something beyond itself.  And I believe it is at the core of who we are.  And I believe that only an encounter, a relationship with the Divine, with God Incarnate, can fill that need, can fill that and heal that brokenness.


So have you found what you are looking for?  Have you tapped into the deep peace and healing that Jesus offers?  Do you live out of that satisfaction and wholeness and healing?  Or are you still looking?  Are you like the Andrew was, still looking?  If you are, that's okay.  Remember, the text tells us that Andrew was a disciple of John.  That means he was studying and learning about the faith directly from John the Baptist.  And yet, he was still looking, still seeking.  He was still looking for something, the real thing.  He was part of the “church” if you will, but he was still searching.  Perhaps that is you.  You have been part of the church community for a while and you are still searching, and maybe even feeling guilty about it.  Perhaps you are thinking: I should know more or be better at this.  Well, that may be how you feel, but you don’t have to.  Andrew and even Simon Peter show us the example of the need to search until you find the One, until you find Jesus.  And you never know where you will find him.  So I want to encourage you this day – keep on the journey – keep looking for him.  But you need to know you can't just sit there and wait – you need to be like Andrew – you need to step out and do something.  I believe there are many ways to experience the one we call Jesus like prayer, worship, fellowship, scripture, giving, and serving.  You need to keep on the journey – and like Andrew it is worth it – it has beautiful results.  And also, I want to assure you, God is looking for you just as you are searching for him.  And rest assured you will find him and he will find you.  

Friends, sisters and brothers, I believe that when you truly encounter God you are filled with this sense of peace, this sense of purpose, this sense of joy, and that begins to reflect itself in who you are and what you do. Not just for a moment – but every day.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is about healing wholeness, forgiveness and entering God’s Kingdom, now.  If you are interested in wholeness, God has it for you to engage and get a hold of.  God says to you, like Jesus says to Andrew in verse 39 of today's passage: “Come and see.”  So, join the journey to wholeness – to finding that which you are looking for.  And be filled with great peace, strength and joy.  Thanks be to God, Amen.
