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Isaiah 42:1-9
(Describe passage as poetry/song.  Beautiful.  Discuss word for “justice” – mishpat: “the true way, the way things ought to be”; “the order of compassionate justice that God has created and upon which the wholeness of the universe depends.  Where mishpat is there is harmony”.  This passage is about God’s Servant, who is to bear witness to God’s mishpat – to make it happen.  Read Scripture at the baptismal font.)
42Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
   my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
   he will bring forth justice to the nations.  
2 He will not cry or lift up his voice,
   or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break,
   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
   he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed
   until he has established justice in the earth;
   and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
5 Thus says God, the Lord,
   who created the heavens and stretched them out,
   who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
   and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6 I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness,
   I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
   a light to the nations, 
7   to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
   from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8 I am the Lord, that is my name;
   my glory I give to no other,
   nor my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have come to pass,
   and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
   I tell you of them.

Mission

 
Roger read Matthew’s account of Jesus’ Baptism – this incredible moment when Jesus affirms his humanity and his link, his connection, with each of us.  In many ways, this beautiful event is really the catapult, the fresh beginning of Jesus’ life and his ministry.  We hardly know anything about Jesus before this moment.  This moment changes everything.  That’s why we celebrate it today.  It is a powerful and historic moment.  When Jesus comes up out of that water, he is truly God’s Chosen One, Holy and Beloved.  When he comes up out of that water, God's Spirit is upon him and he is filled with authority, call, purpose and direction.  And for him, that direction is all about Isaiah 42:1-9 and God’s mishpat.  Jesus’ whole life is to be in service of God's justice, God’s righteousness, God’s plan for redeeming the whole world and setting things right – which this passage talks about.  I believe that in directing his life, Jesus both claims and is claimed by this passage from Isaiah.  Let’s look at it:
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Jesus knew this passage because it was important to his people, the Israelites.  He had studied it.  Jesus understood and knew all this passage meant.  And he chose to model his life and his ministry after this passage.  I believe this passage gave him direction for his life.  There is a passage in Luke’s gospel that leads me to say that.  Luke’s gospel tells of Jesus’ baptism just like Matthew’s does – then Luke tells how Jesus goes out to the desert and tangles with the Satan.  Then we see him in Luke as he is about to begin his ministry, Jesus, in public, in worship, reads from this passage in Isaiah.  I believe he did this in public, in front of everyone because he knew this was his mission statement – he identified with this passage in such a way that this was the call on his life.  He chose to read that passage on that day in the temple because he realized this passage told of whom he was and what he was called to do.  And he chose to allow God’s spirit to rest on him and to fill him and to guide his life and ministry.  He knew this was his calling, his mission and he chose to be a servant that brings light to the darkness; that brings healing to the sick; that frees prisoners.  And knowing the mission, the specific call of God on his life, he was able to focus on it and pursue it successfully.

 There are so many things I like about this passage – you will most likely hear me preach on it again because there is so much more to say.  But today I focus on one specific piece – the idea of call and mission.  I believe that through this passage Jesus knew what the call on his life was and because he knew that he was able to fully pursue it and make it happen.  He had clarity of purpose and went out and did it.  Having clarity of purpose is vital for any person or any organization.  If we are going to accomplish anything in life, we need to have some direction.  We have had a good six months since I arrived here – and part of the reason for that is I have had clarity of why I am here and what God needs me to accomplish.  I actually have a list of things I need to do in my time here.  That has helped me stay focused and active.  And that direction has helped us have a successful six months.  


As I mentioned in my Oracle article for January, the next step in our journey together is to figure out, like Jesus did here, what the call, the mission of Ogden Presbyterian Church is.  As we move forward, we need to know specifically what how God wants to partner with us.  Who are you (gifts, passions)?  Who are your neighbors?  Who is God calling you to minister to?  Answering these questions, determining the call on the life of Ogden Presbyterian Church, is vital and necessary and exciting.  As we, as you move into the future, it is critical that we determine where God is calling you – who God is calling you to minister to – what gifts God has given you and how God wants you to use those gifts.  And it’s the next thing we are working on here.  

So this is how we start the New Year.  I’m super excited because this work is foundational to success, disciple building and kingdom building.  It’s going to be fun – and exciting.  We are going to study our community and where God is calling us.  We are going to be focused on Jesus, who he was and what that means for us in our daily walk.  We are going to continue to be focused on the Scriptures, because Jesus knew his scriptures and that's where he found his call.  And like Jesus, once we find and confirm that call, that mission, we will pursue it with God’s Spirit and be successful in helping God build the kingdom.  And don't forget, it all starts with being connected to God and having God’s spirit poured out on us and in us.  And you all have that.  
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I have put my spirit upon him – you all;
That’s you all, folks.  God is in your hearts.  You are blessed.  You have the strength and the capability and the support to build God’s kingdom here in this part of the world.  You are kingdom builders.  The world needs you.  God needs you; let’s trust God to show us where and to whom.  As we do this, as we move forward, we will grow as disciples of Christ – people who know what he knew so we can do what he did so we can be like him in the world.  And we will be focused on how to be like him in the world.  Thanks be to God for his call on your lives.  Amen.
