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Mathew 5:13-16

13 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

14 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
The Light (You Are)

Genesis 1:1-4a – In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good.  

And that is how our story begins, right?  The earth was this formless blob and there was darkness.  God is about to take the blobness and darkness of the world and make something beautiful out of it.  And for God, the first step in bringing order to the chaos of the heavens and the earth was to create what?  Light.  The witness of the scriptures here is that the first thing we see created here is Light.  Light is what God uses to begin to bring order to the chaos of the world.  I believe that makes light incredibly important and powerful.  And we also see that after God created it, God called the Light what?  Good!  The Light is good.  The Light is Holy, beautiful, worthy.  Loved.  So friends, remember that, because that’s going to come up again later.  Now, what God created here was certainly Light as we understand it, the bright Sun, light that lights the earth, helps plants grow, etc., that sort of physical light; but I also read this metaphorically, symbolically.  I believe that “the Light” is more than just the sun and all that.  That is, I believe that the idea of God bringing Light to the chaos in the world, to brokenness in the world, is central to our faith, to the Scriptures and to God’s plan for the world.  So the idea of God creating the Light, calling it good, using it to light and heal the world – that does not belong just to Creation – it belongs to all of history – it is central to God’s plan for the healing and restoration of all people.  It’s a theme that runs throughout the Bible – even to today’s passages.  And it’s a theme which involves you.

As I said, the theme of light is all throughout the Bible.  It’s in both of our passages today.  From Isaiah we hear Isaiah talking about what God expects of God’s people – the right way for us to live – we hear what happens we do this in verse 8: Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly.  In the midst of taking care of the oppressed, the hungry, the poor, we see Light and healing – together – brought by the people of God on behalf of God.  God bringing Light and healing to the world – through you.  This image and theme is all throughout scriptures.  Remember Advent and Christmas this past year?  What was our theme?  Jesus and how he was the light of the world.  Ladies’ Bible study people, you just finished John’s gospel – what was one of Jesus’s “I AM” statements?  “I am the Light of the World.”  And Jesus came to bring healing, restoration and the Kingdom of God to the world and to all people.  So, Light as I understand the witness of the Bible, is a healing, redeeming, life giving thing – something brought to darkness and brokenness to bring healing – it’s holy and sacred and beautiful and part of God's Kingdom.  It feels to me that God is bringing healing and restoration to the world through Light.

And what do we hear from Jesus this morning?  What does he say about the Light this morning?  (slide) Verse 14: he says that “You are the Light of the World.”  Did you hear that?  I mean really hear that?  

You.  Are.  The.  Light.  
Of.  The.  World.
Do you understand what that means?  Remember Genesis 1?  God said the Light was good.  So, if God said the light was good, and God says you are the light, then You are Good.  Right?  That’s just logic – a syllogism.  So it means you are Good – it means you are holy, beautiful, worthy.  Loved.  That’s you.  Jesus is testifying to your beauty and worthiness and holiness and your awesomeness right here.  Just sit in that for a moment.  You are the Light of the world.  You are beautiful, and you can bring healing and Light to the world.  Now, you may not feel like the Light of the World, but as I tell my family all the time, just because you think or feel something that doesn't make it true.  The truth comes from Jesus and that truth today is this: You are the Light of the world.  So, that means that (motion to people, several names) you are the Light of the world.

Back in the day, back in Genesis chapter 12, God told Abram he was the light of the world and he needed to share that Light and love with the world.  He told Abram he would create a group of people who were also to be the Light of the world, and that was the Israelite people.  They were God’s light.  Then along came Jesus, who was an Israelite – and he was fully the Light of the World.  He brought so much Light, love and healing to the brokenness of the world.  And now, it’s you – it’s us.  See that?  God created the Light; then God created Abram to be the light, then the Israelite people were the Light, then Jesus was the Light – now, now it’s you.  You are the Light of the World.  We are the Light of the world.  And I want to prove that to you right now.  Who brought their sheets from last week – the paper where you were to list the ways you have done your duty to God?  Share what’s on those lists – it’s not bragging, it’s the truth.  What do you have on there?  (sharing)  So, you know what that means?  Jesus was right.  You are the Light of the world.

And so I encourage you this day to accept that love and that beauty and that holiness.  Live out of that place of being loved and needed by God.  The world is a broken, divided dark place right now.  It needs Light.  Sisters and brothers, you are gifted, you are skilled, you have passion, you have talents.  You are the Light of the World.  So, live your daily life, your daily interactions, out of that storehouse of goodness and light and healing.  Continue to do the things you have mentioned – to do what Jesus calls “letting your light shine before others.”  Sisters and brothers, you are the light of the World.  Keep at it.  Thanks be to God, Amen.
