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This story this morning is a typical coronation story for Jewish kings.  In this story we hear several things which would lead someone to conclude that Jesus is the Messiah, the Chosen One of God – the One who would usher in the Kingdom of God.  There is the prophecy from the Old Testament book of Zechariah that a king would ride into Jerusalem on a donkey and a colt, a Messiah who would set up the Kingdom of God – and here we see it realized.  


Also, the crowds themselves make up what looks like a royal procession.  Spreading cloaks.  They shout “Blessed is the One”, a royal acclamation connected with the Messiah.  The people are also shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David”.  The title “The Son of David” is a clear reference to the Messiah who would come from the line of David. 

Matthew 21:1-11

21When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ 4This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you,
   humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 11The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’
Who Is This?
(Palm Sunday)

My oldest daughter, Emma, when she was 4 or 5 years old had this fantastic habit.  When we would go to someone’s house to visit, my parent, in-laws, mainly family, she would be every deliberate, she would march to the door first, whip it open and announce: “I’m here!”  She did it with great authority – it was like a royal announcement.  After all, she was the Queen.  She didn't do it with arrogance or self-importance, it was simply an announcement that she had arrived – the Queen was here, and all needed to take notice.  She didn't ask for any special treatment, even though she was the queen, she just went about her business – after all, there was playing to be done, snacks to be eaten, TV to be watched – things to be accomplished.  I feel like Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem was similar to my daughter’s entrance into people’s houses.  His too was a royal entrance – he was the king and that was important for people to note.  And like my daughter, I don't think he was looking for special treatment – that’s not the type of king he was.  He had come to Jerusalem with something to do and he needed to get to it.  There was teaching to be done, a temple to be cleaned out and sins to die for.  And as we saw, as he entered the city, humble and gentle, there was this crowd of people cheering him on, honoring him as king.  They were cheering because they had something they wanted him to do – like overthrow the Roman government and take charge as the new political leader.  And that was where the problem came into play, because as they watched him, he didn't look like the military leader they were hoping for.  He rode a donkey, not a war horse.  He wasn’t dressed in royal garb and colors.  He looked humble and gentle as Matthew told us.  He was sending a mixed message – and so as he entered the city, they raised the question: “Who is This?”

Boy, that feels like such a central question for Jesus – for back then yes, but for now too.  “Who is this?”  It was a question that followed Jesus all his life and people struggled with it.  He’s Mary and Joseph’s kid.  He's a teacher, a rabbi, he’s the Messiah; he’s a trouble maker.  And when someone answered it correctly, like Peter, Jesus added to the confusion by telling him to keep quiet about it.  But, at no time in his life was the question put to a greater test than that day he marched into Jerusalem – a king yes, but one who was humble, gentle and riding on a donkey and bringing a different kind of kingdom.  

You see, the crowds had a pretty clear understanding of who they thought Jesus was – or at least who they wanted him to be.  They were tired of the oppressive Roman Empire.  They were tired of the soldiers and tax collectors who hurt and threatened, who robbed, stole and intimidated.  They were tired of living in fear of death and torture and were looking for a solution, someone to ease their burden and lift them out of this situation.  They were desperately awaiting the long promised Messiah – who they believed would gather an army, overthrow the Roman Empire, restore the kingdom of Israel to glory and power and rule.  


And into that environment rides Jesus, this one who had a power about him that was different – who had an authority that seemed different, who had an incredible wisdom that came from somewhere else.  He was clearly someone blessed by God Almighty.  So these folks, “the crowd” as the gospel writer Matthew calls them, were excited to overflowing as Jesus entered Jerusalem, the Holy City, the city of Kings.  As he rode in that day, the crowds who followed him, in front and behind we are told, were ecstatic.  “Who is this?”  This is the Messiah who had been promised; the King, the military leader who would establish the new kingdom of power and might and glory for Israel.  With his might, they would be free and live in fear and pain no more.  Hosanna!  That was their answer to the question.  

But, God and Jesus had different answer, right?  He is the King; he is the Messiah, he has a kingdom over which he will reign.  But he’s a different king – a different Messiah – with a different kingdom.  Jesus is not going to overthrow the Roman government with military might and establish himself as a political ruler over all.  That is not who he is.  He is “gentle king, humble riding on a donkey”.  Jesus had a kingdom he would establish, the true Kingdom of God.  It was the kingdom he had preached and lived for three years.  It would be different than the kingdoms the people were used to.  The kingdom the crowds wanted did not solve any of the world’s problems through their violence and intimidation – just look around, they did not work then, they do not today.  But the kingdom of God according to Jesus, the Son of God would do exactly what the world needed.

So, let’s remind ourselves, what does Jesus’ kingdom look like?  In his own words, his kingdom looks like this: "Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth."  And this "You have heard it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  But I say to you, 'Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.'"  And this "Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink.  For what will it profit you to gain the whole world but forfeit your life?"  “Whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant...”  That’s Jesus’ kingdom, the one God had begun with the calling out of Abram; it is a kingdom for redemption, restoration, healing.  The kingdom of God is not about might or power or even authority; it is about loving your neighbor and loving God.  It is about Peace, not conflict.  It is about justice for everyone; no more war and no more oppression.  It is about wholeness for everyone.  Jesus’ kingdom is not about wealth for some and poverty for others, but about joy and enough for everybody.  That is truly the kingdom – the kingdom of God – and Jesus modeled that with his life.  That's who this is.

But, that crowd; they wanted something else from him.  And the leaders in Jerusalem did not want that kingdom at all.  So, after he came into the city, he cleaned out the Temple, did some teaching and preaching.  Then after all that cheering earlier, they will seize him, publicly humiliate him and painfully kill him.  Jesus offered them an incredible opportunity to be part of the real kingdom, the only kingdom that will work for everyone, that will bring satisfaction, and they wanted no part of it.  Apparently it did not fit their lifestyles.  Maybe they felt his Kingdom was a real hassle – too much effort, too much sacrifice.  Maybe it meant changing schedules and saying no to certain things.  Maybe it meant loving those who hurt you and oppressed you.  Maybe it meant not taking more than your fair share.  Maybe it meant living wisely and thoughtfully.  Maybe they weren’t ready to be changed, transformed.  But it meant joy.  It meant peace.  That was God’s kingdom; and marching into Jerusalem with Palms waving around him, that was the kingdom Jesus was bringing.  That was the gift he was bringing everyone.  But too many people could not see that – they wanted something else.  When they asked “Who is this?” they had the wrong answer in their hearts.

So then, more importantly, where are you on this Palm Sunday?  We are approaching Good Friday and Easter, the holiest days on the calendar.  The days when our freedom was secured for us.  The days when grace ruled.  The days when the kingdom was established and honored by God.  As we approach these days of incredible celebration and joy, where is your heart really at?  Who is this to you?  As you have taken time this Lenten season to examine your hearts, do you hope for a different kind of kingdom than Jesus is building?  Are you part of the crowd who cheers Jesus as you hope he works out your agenda for you, getting you the things you want?  Are you like the crowds, ready to turn on Jesus when things don’t go the way you want?  Or// are you on board with the new kingdom?  Are you ready to say to those who have hurt you, “you are forgiven”?  Are you ready to let Jesus guide your life instead the crowd or your own wants and needs or FB or the news and media?  Are you ready to love your neighbors, whoever they may be?  Are you ready to share all things and have all things in common as the early church did?  Are you ready to stand up where you need to and change the system that keeps some folks poor forever and others rich forever?

In a few minutes we will pray the Lord's Prayer.  And in that prayer we will say the following: “your kingdom come, your will be done.”  Notice that we do not pray “my kingdom come, my will be done”.  So I ask, do you realize what you are saying when you pray that?  You are praying that the Kingdom of God will come and rule here.  You are praying that things will be different than they currently are.  To some that may sound like the talk of craziness.  Yet, that is the talk of our King.  That is the talk of the One, the One who lived and died and overcame death so that restoration, redemption and wholeness could be ours and the kingdom could come.  


Let me tell you Ogden Presbyterian Church: your King is coming.  He is marching into town, ready to offer you the chance to help build the kingdom; to be a part of the joy of that kingdom.  And he, he is willing to suffer and die to see that it happens, because he loves you and his God that much.  Just how ready and willing are you?  Just how much does “love God and love your neighbor” mean to you?  Are you ready to answer the question “Who Is This?” the way Jesus himself answered it?  Can you honestly say: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.”  
